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MATERIAL FOR DISCUSSION 

1. Excerpts of the Ecclesiastical Ordinances of Évora, 1598 

2. Plans of the Archiepiscopal Palace, Évora 



 

 

Regimentos do Auditório Eclesiástico do Arcebispado de Évora e da sua 

Relação e Consultas e Casa do Despacho […]. Évora: Manuel de Lyra, 

1598. [Excerpts. Free translation from Portuguese] 

 

  

 

 

House of Justice 

The House of Justice is the most serious, general, and important court of this Archdiocese, in 

which are litigated, determined, and withered businesses and causes, however serious they 

may be, that this archdiocese run in court or come to it as Metropolitan of all the suffragan 

bishoprics. [f. 50] 

 

General Vicar | Hearings, and order of judgment  

The general Vicar shall always conduct hearings in the public house of the hearing, 

which we order to exist, adequate and provided as befits with silk, tables, and seating 

for lawyers, and clerks, and the Vicar shall never conduct hearings at his residence. 

[f.22]  



 

Board of Query 

2 The Query shall be conducted in the house of our Justice, or in other that befits for 

the time being […]. [f. 53] 

 

Hall of Order 

There shall be a hall, particularly where, and with diligence due to so important affairs, 

all visitations and inquests are handled and executed, of this city as of the whole 

archdiocese. [f. 57] 

5 In this house shall be archived, and in good order, all books, notebooks, and papers, 

that by any means belong to the visitations and inquests of the city, and beyond, the 

modern and as well as the old that can still be of use [f. 57v] 

 

Janitor of the prison 

6 Regarding the prison being more or less tight, and everything else that belongs to it, 

he shall comply the general vicar orders, or the one who order the construction of the 

prison. [f. 143v] 

 

Janitor of the House of Justice and the Hall of Query  

1 The janitor shall have particular care to open the House of Justice, and Order, every 

day at least half an hour before the works begin. He shall see it swept and cleaned, and 

will line up the chairs, table, ink pots, and quills, and the paper required, so when our 

judges come in they will find everything in order [...].  

2 In winter, he shall cover the floor with reed mats on November 1st, and will take it off 

on April 1st, changing them as often as necessary during this period of time […] 

3 He shall buy the necessary firewood so that the fireplace of the house of Justice is 

already lit in the morning, before the judges come. [...]. [f. 145]  

4 [...] it is fit that the House is supplied with rosy sugar and sweets, and jugs with water and 

jars, and some towels for the judges, for when they need it: he shall provide all the necessary 

things, so that they have not to leave the hall before time for lack of any of them [f. 145] 



13 He shall have particular care to provide the table with ink, quills, paper, knives, 

scissors, ink pots, and dust, obreas, and thread, so there is no lack of anything needed 

in the room [...].[f. 146] 

18 To him belongs the duty of setting tables, and chairs for the Synodal auditors, and 

seats for people who want to attend lessons, and preaching [...][fl. 146v] 

 

Janitor of the Hall of the Hearing 

14 He shall set the cloths and the tables of the General Vicar and of the clerks [f. 150v] 

 

Janitor of the Hall of Order 

1 The janitor will be required, on every day (except holidays), to open the 

aforementioned house, have it swept and prepared, half an hour before the executor 

and the clerk come, so that they find everything in order and time is not wasted. 

2 He shall take care of covering the floor of the Hall of Order with reed mats and take 

them off in due time […] he shall ask the executor of visitations money for expenses, 

he shall buy especially rosy sugar and sweets, and have jugs with water, and jars, and 

towels for the deputies of the aforementioned House, when they need it [...]. [f. 153] 

7 It shall be delivered to the janitor, in inventory recorded by the Secretary of Order 

which he will sign, the bofetes tables, chairs, ink pots, dust, and all the other things in 

the service of the aforementioned house, and belonging to it [...]. [153v] 

 

 



Archiepiscopal Palace, Évora, Portugal 

Plan of the ground floor, end of the 18th century 
© Biblioteca Pública de Évora 

 

 

1. Main entrance and flagstone where 
the carriages enter 
2. Courtyard with a countertop of ovens 
which are used when His Majesty comes 
3. Archway that gives access to the 
staircase 
4. Main staircase 
5. Collateral door located on the flight of 
steps of the aforementioned staircase  
6. Small dark room under the staircase 
7. Hall of Order 
8. Hall of the Hearing 
9. House of Justice 
10. Ecclesiastical Chamber 
11 : 12 : Rooms where carpenters work 
13. Kitchen with stairway to the Bishop’s 
chambers upstairs 
14. Dark room used as wooden 
cupboards 
15. Flour storage  
 

16. Corridor leading to the House of 
Justice and Ecclesiastical Chamber 
17. Stairway to the Secretariat upstairs 
and another stairway to quarters of the 
livery servants and other servants 
downstairs, occupying all this wing of 
the Palace 
18. Coach house. It has an oven 
19. Storage with jars for olive oil 
20. Enclosed street between the Palace 
and the Cathedral, used for draining the 
rain water 
21. Storage for dough with vats around 
it 
22. Kitchen with a chimney and an oven, 
ovens, water jar. It gives access to an 
underground floor used for storage of 
carbon and firewood which extends to 
the area under the main entrance 
23. ante kitchen with well 

24. ante dining hall with stairway to the 
upperfloor  
25. Dining hall 
26 – 27 – 28 Arches that support the 
corridor and rooms 
29. Small storage for bricks 
30. Small barn 
31. Large barn with arched porch 
32. Coach house 
33 – 38 Stables, and haylofts 
39. Stairway to the upper corridor, 
under which is the entrance of N 
40. Small court with cistern 
41. Another and smaller court behind 
the large barn 
X Chapel of the baptistery inside the 
buttress of the tower of the cathedral 
nearby the main entrance of the See. 
XX Penitentiary in the same place 
A . B . All this wing joins the Convent of 
Loios 

  



Archiepiscopal Palace, Évora, Portugal 

Plan of the main floor, end of the 18th century 
© Biblioteca Pública de Évora  

 

 

1. Courtyard 
2. First flight floor level of the main 
staircase that leads to 
3. Attendance Hall with lamp  
4. Lobby / vestibule that gives access to 
5. Main hall where the Senate awaits the 
Prelate 
6. Library 
7. Dossal/Dais Hall where the Cathedral 
Chapter awaits the Prelate 
8. Chamber of the Reposteiro [he who 
attends the tapestries, curtains, 
hangings, drapes, carpets] 
9 – 12 The next chambers are for the use 
of the Prelate: number 10 has a chimney 
13. Small dark chamber where the 
Prelate uses to sleep 
14. Dark room for sewage (Privy?) 
15. Small dark room, which has a 
stairway under the floorboards to the 
ground floor  

16. Room inside the tower of the 
Cathedral 
17. Secret oratory inside the Cathedral, 
with a window on the nave, and door 
opening to a corridor leading to the 
Choir 
18 – 25 Houses and corridors little used, 
for being dark and damp 
26. Narrow court between the Palace 
and the Cathedral 
27. Stairway to several rooms upstairs 
on this wing, occupied by family 
28. His Majesty Tribune 
29. Chamber of the Tribune 
30. Irregular corridor – 31 passageway 
to the Tribune 
32. Kitchen chimney 
33. Upper kitchen for a servant 
34 – 37: Private corridors leading to the 
house of the Archbishop 

38. Chamber where His Excellency 
dinned 
39. Stairway to His House of Justice 
40. Secretariat 
41. Cabinets room – with stairway to 
chambers upstairs that occupy this wing 
42. Sacristy 43. Archiepiscopal Chapel 
44. Door of the stairway to downstairs 
kitchen under the kitchen 33 
45 – 47 Corridors access to chambers 
48 – 54 Decent chambers for the family 
55. Archive of old books 
56. Archbishopric Archive with high 
window 
57 – 64 Decent chambers for the family 
61 – 62 with high window 
65. Stairway to stables downstairs 
66. Small court with cistern 
 
A . B . All this wing joins the Convent of 
Loios 


